Warning Sirens: What to Do and What They Mean?
Each incorporated city in Pembina County has a siren that can be used as a notification system.  For severe weather, sirens will only be activated if there is a tornado warning for that particular area, or if a tornado has been spotted in that area.  Sirens have three possible notifications.  The high-low sound is to notify volunteer firemen of a fire, while the steady tone is a tornado warning and an indication to "move to shelter" and seek more information.  A steady tone could also signify to "seek shelter" due to a chemical accident.  An attack warning would be used in a civil disorder or terrorism Homeland Security event, warning all residents to stay in their homes.
For a detailed summary of the notifications, they are: 
Fire:  Siren is “on” for 16 seconds, “off” for 8 seconds.  Cycle repeats for a 1 ½ minute duration.  The “off-on cycle” results in a shrill high-low pitch for 1 ½ minute duration.

Tornado:  Warning siren is “on” for 3 minute duration, with no interruption, sounding like a constant high-pitched shrill for 3 minutes.
Attack:  Warning siren is “on” for 6 seconds, “off” for 3 seconds.  Cycle repeats for 3 minute duration. The “off-on cycle” results in a shrill high-low pitch for a 3 minute duration.
The warning sirens will activate for a 3 minute period, but just because they turn off does not mean people are out of danger.  Residents should stay informed of the threat by tuning in on an all-hazards radio, check local television and radio reports or use internet resources. 

Outdoor sirens are an effective method of outdoor notification; however the sirens should not be relied upon for early warning for individuals indoors. Air-conditioning, thunder, wind, rain, and other conditions can cause the sirens not to be heard indoors. Sirens are also subject to equipment malfunction as well as failure due to damage from lightning strikes.   
 
Each family should have a place selected where you may gather if a tornado is headed your way.  If you are in a sturdy building, basements are best; if you don’t have one, choose a center hallway, bathroom or closet on the lowest floor.  If you are outside, go to a nearby sturdy building or lie flat in a ditch or low-lying area and cover your head for protection.  If you are in a car or mobile home, get out immediately and head for a sturdy building.  If a tornado has struck your town, watch out for fallen power lines and stay out of damaged areas.  Listen to local radio, all-hazards weather radio or TV stations for instructions.

It is highly recommended for each home and business to have other means to receive warnings and notifications such as NOAA all hazard radios, available at hardware or electronic stores for around $30 to $40.  These radios allow weather warnings to be announced inside via the weather radio after simple programming of radio frequencies.  Programming frequencies for your locale are available from the 911 Administration Office at 701-265-8222.  A listing of shelters in your area can be obtained through the Emergency Management Office at 701-265-4849.
Emergency Alert announcements to your home telephone from the Sheriff’s Office may also occur if a tornado warning has been issued for your area.  One may also subscribe to the Emergency Network Organization, which allows one to subscribe to severe weather alerts sent to their cell phone from NOAA @ http://www.emergencyemail.org/.  
