Shelter-in-place when used:
When an emergency takes place in your community due to an airborne chemical release.  The outside air quality may be affected to the point that it isn’t safe to be outside or to evacuate.  In a case like this it is usually safer to shelter-in-place until wind disperses and moves the chemical away.

    NOTIFICATION

1. Local officials notify Dispatch.

2. Dispatch notifies Sheriff & Em Mgr.

3.  Sheriff or Em Mgr or their designee notifies radio, TV networks.  The sirens may be activated.

INDICATIONS Shelter-in-place may be needed 
· Strange sound like an explosion is heard.

· Vapor cloud is in the area.

· Strange odor is in area.

· Responders feel nauseous or have burning eyes.

Shelter-in-place ACTIONS:

1.  Move inside a building
2.  Close all windows and doors
3.   Turn off all ventilation systems (Includes heating and AC)
4.   Listen to your local radio or TV or weather radio
In a STRUCTURE:
Shut all windows, doors, chimney or fire place vents.  This includes everything that can quickly and easily be closed to prevent the chemical from entering.

Turn off forced air heating or cooling systems.  Turn off exhaust fans.

Go into a room, preferably one with no or few windows. Higher floors are better.  If the incident becomes a prolonged event sealing all doors, windows, vents, etc. with plastic and tape may become necessary.  Also, the use of damp towels under doors will help to better seal the room.

Inform residents to:  Continue to listen to the radio or TV on a local news station. Residents will be given further instructions on what to do to include possibly evacuating. 

Residents will be notified when the emergency is over, through radio, weather radio, and local TV.

If in a VEHICLE: 

Close all windows and shut all manual vents. Turn off the ventilation system. Turn on the radio for emergency information.

