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2015 ANNUAL REPORT 

ñVisitors to North Dakota 

are most often seeking 

outdoor adventure, and 

recent research          

indicates that 24 million 

visitors spent $3.6 billion 

in 2014 and 47% named 

eastern North Dakota as 

their prime destination.ò  

- Sara Otte Coleman, Director, 

Tourism Division, ND             

Department of Commerce 

Tourism and outdoor recreation 
development 
In 2014, the Pembina County Strategy Committee developed an immense tourism 

strategy which was adopted as part of the five year Pembina County Economic 

Development Strategic Plan. Also in 2014, the ND Parks and Recreation Department 

received input from more than 250 people for the Pembina Gorge State Recreation 

Area Master Plan. These two documents are leading the JDAôs efforts for the evaluation 

and pursuit of a variety of tourism and outdoor recreation opportunities.   

A visitor is defined as someone who has travelled 50+ miles or completes an overnight 

stay. A study done by the ND Department of Commerce ï Tourism Division found that 

in 2013, Pembina County saw $38.42 million in visitor spending. This was a 9.8%    

increase from 2011. A majority of that spending 

was in food and shopping. 

The study indicated that attractions in the region, 

like the Pembina County Historical Museum and 

Icelandic State Park are growing in awareness. 

The region also has assets that 

visitors feel are important when 

choosing North Dakota as a vacation 

destination including state parks, 

historical sites, scenic drives, 

museums, and hiking being among 

the top trip motivators. 

Pembina County: four season playground 
Building an assortment of amenities for the drawing card to Pembina and 

Cavalier counties has been a goal of the Rendezvous Region for the past 

40 years. Itôs this long-term dedication that has positioned the region to 

ñlaunchò and rise to the next level of development as an international 

attraction for the state of North Dakota.   

Through the efforts of many private and public partners, the region has 

amassed 700 miles of snowmobile trails, ski/board/tube area, summer 

theater, 25 miles of off-highway vehicle trails, several non-motorized trails, 

adventure races, renowned fossil digs, fishing tournaments, a music 

festival, motorcycle ride in, and more. All of these events and activities 
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drive thousands of visitors to the region year round.   

The City of Cavalier hosts the 

annual Motorcycle Ride In and 

the Off The Charts Music 

Festival which each attract 

3,000 to 4,000 attendees. ñThe 

impact of these events carry far 

beyond the day of the event,ò 

said Mayor Ken Briese. ñWe get 

a wide range of exposure, and 

events as well as amenities are 

all positive for the community.ò 

One of the top three goals of 

the Pembina County Economic                                                        

Development Strategic Plan is                                                                 

tourism development. This includes supporting the completion and 

implementation of the Pembina Gorge State Recreation Area Master Plan, 

geocaching of historic sites, growing local events, and increasing marketing 

efforts.  

Tourism potential 
Measuring or estimating economic impact is a valuable tool to assess the 

amount of ñnew moneyò spent in an area due to an event or activity. Tourism 

related expenditures typically include hotel rooms, meals, transportation, and 

other services. A 2013 North Dakota State University study revealed 

Icelandic State Park had the second-highest economic impact of the entire 

state park system. Local spending as a result of Icelandic State Park was 

more than $6 million.   

There are 1.2 million people within a two -hour drive of the area. According to 

Sara Otte Coleman, Director, State Tourism Division, North Dakota 

Department of Commerce, the region has yet to tap itôs full potential. 

ñThe Pembina Gorge and Rendezvous Region provide an unexpected 

playground for outdoor enthusiasts in northeast North Dakota.ò Otte Colman 

said, ñThe potential for attracting visitors to this region has not yet been met. 

As trails, rentals and amenities are added and marketing increases, the area 

is positioned to be a hub for outdoor adventure seekers from Minnesota, 

Wisconsin, Illinois, Manitoba and the Dakotas.ò 

The Rendezvous Region has many existing events and amenities that could 

assist in raising the region to another level of tourism value. With a continued 

population decline in Pembina County, tourism development is a strategy that 

can assist in both retaining local businesses as well as the residents. The 

keys to the success of this strategy will be increased marketing, and 

coordination and continued investment in tourism assets. 

 

Pictured from top: OHV Trails, Pembina 
Gorge; Pumpkin Fest, Walhalla; Fossil Dig, 
Pembina Gorge; Pembina County Fair,   
Hamilton; Deuce of August Icelandic        
Festival, Mountain 

120-mile radius around Walhalla 
Population: 1,205,830 


