Tobacco Tax – A Winning Solution 
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	On February 3, 2016, the American Lung Association released its 14th annual State of Tobacco Control Report. This report tracks progress on key, proven effective tobacco control policies at the federal and state level. Grades are assigned in a variety of areas - including strength of smoke-free laws, access to cessation services, support for comprehensive tobacco-prevention programs, and level of tobacco taxes - based on whether these policies are adequately protecting citizens from tobacco-related death and disease.
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Amidst otherwise good "grades", North Dakota received an “F” for its current tobacco tax rates. At only 44 cents per pack, North Dakota’s cigarette tax is among the lowest in the nation, a tax rate that has remained since its last increase in 1993.
 
Why Support Higher Tobacco Taxes? 
 
	Tobacco tax increases are one of the most effective ways to reduce smoking and other tobacco use, especially among kids.
 
When tobacco prices increase:
 Fewer people use tobacco
 People who continue to use tobacco consume less
 People who have already quit are less likely to start again
 Young people are less likely to ever start using tobacco
 
	Tobacco taxes are widely accepted by the public and even supported by many tobacco users. Statewide public polling consistently shows this to be true here in North Dakota. Residents across all demographics - age, gender, political affiliation, and geography - overwhelming support tobacco prevention efforts, including those to increase tobacco taxes.
 
What’s the Cost of Tobacco in ND?
 
	While the average retail price in the U.S. of a pack of cigarettes is $5.96 per pack, smoking-caused health care costs and productivity losses associated with just one pack of cigarettes is estimated to be a minimum of $19.16 per pack. That cost difference is often covered by non-tobacco using taxpayers. Higher tobacco taxes save money by reducing tobacco-related health care costs, including Medicaid expenses, over the long-term.
 
	The true costs of tobacco use, however, reaches far beyond the monetary costs. Smoking continues to kill more people than alcohol, AIDS, car crashes, illegal drugs, murders, and suicides combined, and thousands more die from other tobacco-related causes, such as fires caused by smoking (more than 1,000 deaths/year nationwide).
 
	Having one of the lowest tobacco taxes in the nation is an award worth having. Our state can achieve significant health and revenue gains by increasing tobacco taxes on cigarettes and other tobacco products like smokeless tobacco and cigars. It is time to raise the tobacco tax for the health of our citizens and to effectively protect our youth from a lifelong addiction to nicotine and the deadly consequences of tobacco. Please talk to your local, state, and federal officials about the impacts of low tobacco taxes and what they can and will do to move North Dakota's "F" grade to an "A".
