
Meet 
Glen Scharmer 

 
Glen Scharmer has been an EMT for St Thomas Quick 
Response for 24 years. His wife’s name is Tena and they 
have 4 children, Bryce, Jenna, Hailey and Macy. Glen works 
for Simplot as a sales manager for the Pembina County area. 
They sell fertilizer, seed, chemicals and other products to 
area farmer. 
 
Glenn first became a volunteer fire fighter for the St. Thomas 
Fire District back in 1984 when he moved back home from 
college. At that time there was no organized Quick Response 
Unity in St. Thomas. Whenever the ambulance was called to 
the district for a patient, they would page out the fire 
department to help. Glenn became an EMT so he would have 
more knowledge of what to do until the ambulance arrived. 

Since then they have become a licensed Quick Response Unit and their members are fully 
trained and certified. 
  
Glen is the squad leader of St Thomas Quick Response, so he makes sure that the rig is 
kept fully supplied and that the volunteers are kept up to date on their training. Glen says, 
“I work with some really great people, so my job as the squad leader is pretty easy.” 
Glen enjoys being the one who brings sense of calmness to what is sometimes a very 
distressing time for people. “When people are having a medical problem or they have 
been in an accident, most of the time the scene is pretty disorganized and chaotic. I like 
being someone who can show up and bring a feeling of reassurance to them. To me the 
greatest reward is that feeling of pride for being someone who could help.” 
 
A few years back, Glen’s Quick Response Unity was called to a scene where a young boy 
had a head injury from a bicycle accident. The boy was in serious condition and Glen 
assisted in the ambulance on the way to the hospital. After they turned care over to the 
emergency room Dr and nurses, the outcome was unknown. “Anytime you are on runs 
that involve kids, there is a lot of emotion and this one was no exception. To make a long 
story short, this young boy has fully recovered. He is an exceptional athlete and 
academically is doing very well.” The surgeon said that without the pre-hospital care he 
received, his prognosis would not have been good. “It was just one of the calls where 
things turned out great, and you know that you were part of something that made a big 
difference in someone’s life.” 
 
Glen tells other this, “Your community needs your help. Pre-hospital care doesn’t happen 
by itself. It happens because people just like you get involved. Think about it this way. 
What if tonight, your child, or grand child, or niece or nephew, is involved in an 
accident? What if your grandmother falls down and needs and ambulance? What if they 
call 911 and nobody comes? Like my mom said, “If you don’t do it, who do you think 
will?”  


